Editorial

The Wish for Peace
Jacques B. Doukhan, Ph.D, Th.D.

T

he story is told that one
day a Jew, a Christian, and
a Moslem were summoned before God: “What
is your wish for peace?” asked God.
“O God,” said the Christian, “make
the Moslem disappear; I will then
have peace.” “O God,” said the
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Moslem, “make the Christian disappear; I will then have peace.” “And
you, Jew, what is the wish which will
give you peace?” “O God,” said the
Jew, “I have no wish myself; just fulfill the wish of the Christian and the
wish of the Moslem, then I will have
peace.”
The wish for peace right now at
this time of Passover, right here in
Jerusalem,* bears a special significance. For centuries, Jews, Christians, and Moslems have fought for
Jerusalem; and blood was shed on
the stones of the City of Peace.
Prayers were shouted at God and at
man that peace might prevail. From
this place, one can but wish for
peace. Will one day Jews and Arabs
and also Christians enjoy peace together?—not just a peace of rights
and of power which obliges the parties to merely endure each other, but
a true peace—a complete and profound peace as the Hebrew word
Shalom (from Shalem: complete)
suggests—a peace that calls for
complementarity and openness, a
peace that creates new hearts and
new minds—a peace that dares build
a new future? Is peace possible? Is
peace between persons possible? Is
peace possible without God? Burn-

ing questions, disturbing questions
which often remain suspended in the
void like a wishful thought.
From the stirring words of Elie
Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize recipient
and survivor of Auschwitz, to the
penetrating thoughts of Professor
Shlomo Elbaz from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and founder
of a peace movement in Israel, the
message of peace challenges the
mind and moves the heart. The holy
Scriptures have also been consulted.
Ancient peace treaties have been unburied for this occasion. Peace is so
difficult—difficult to start, to build,
and to keep.
In Jerusalem a wish for peace is
not enough. Under these skies, the
wish ultimately becomes prayer:
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,”
urges the ancient Psalm (122:6).
Then, beyond the human words and
all our committed and holy actions
for peace, the wish for peace may
well turn into a “spark in the ashes”
and bring on its footsteps the hope
of peace.
Passover of 5754
Jerusalem 1994
*The author was in Jerusalem at the time
of Passover when he wrote the first draft
of these lines.
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